Wilhelm Weinberg's 1913 Large Retrospective Cohort Study: a rediscovery.
Wilhelm Weinberg, German physician, founder, and president of the Stuttgart Society for Racial Hygiene, published in 1913 the results of a large, retrospective cohort study entitled Die Kinder der Tuberkuloesen (Children of the Tuberculous). The exposed cohort comprised 18,212 children whose 3,246 fathers and 2,022 mothers died of tuberculosis between 1873 and 1902. The unexposed cohort comprised 7,574 children whose 1,830 parents died of causes other than tuberculosis in 1876, 1879, or 1886. He found that children of tuberculous parents had higher mortality rates and lower fertility than did children of nontuberculous parents. Because of its size, rigorous design, and meticulous analysis, Weinberg's cohort study stands as one of the major epidemiologic works carried out before 1945.